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No. S. D. VI/-75
Home Department (Political)
Poona, 7th July, 1944
From
The Secretary to the
Government of Bombay, H. D.
To
M. K. Gandhi, Esquire
Sir,
I am directed to refer to your letter dated the 6th May, 1944,
in which you request that Government should acquire the plot
on which the bodies of Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Mahadev Desai
were cremated, together with the right of way to it through His
Highness the Aga Khan's grounds so as to enable relatives and
friends to visit the cremation ground whenever they liked. In
reply I am to inform you that it is legally impossible for
Government to acquire the site compulsorily under the Land
Acquisition Act. Government considers that the matter is one for
private negotiations between you and His Highness the Aga
Khan. I am to add, however, that your request has been com-
municated to His Highness the Aga Khan and is now understood
to be under his consideration. Government understands that
he has no objection, in the meanwhile, to the relatives of
Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. Mahadev Desai and any other persons
suggested by you going through the palace grounds to the place
of cremation on the understanding that this is by his leave and
licence.
Your  obedient servant,
H. lyangar,
Secretary to the Government of Bombay, H. D.
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"Dilkhusha" Panchgani, July 9th, 1944
Sir,
I have received your letter of 7th instant in connection
with the ground in H. H. the Aga Khan's Palace where
Shri Mahadev Desai's and Smt. Kasturba Gandhi's bodies were
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